
CHURCH ORDERS MINISTRY TEAM REPORT 
Presbytery of Southern Kansas 

August 13, 2019, Great Bend 

 

INFORMATION: 

 A motion prevailed to amend the wording of Interim Pastor Policy 3-24 in the COMT 

manual as follows:   

Paragraph 1:  Strike the words are encouraged to and replace with shall, to 

read as follows: 

     “During a pastoral vacancy all congregations are encouraged to shall 

employ an interim pastor who is trained or will contract to be trained within 

the first six months of employment as an interim pastor.  A person who is 

trained is often referred to as an interim ministry specialist.” 

Paragraph 2:  Strike the words under the following circumstances: and the 

subsequent bulleted list, to read as follows: 

     “A trained interim pastor / interim ministry specialist is required (unless 

granted a waiver by the Church Orders Ministry Team). 

 Met with CRE in training, Scott Randle, and his mentor, Rev. Catherine Neelly 

Burton, both of Grace Presbyterian, regarding his final required courses. A motion 

prevailed that competency will be assessed through a “final exam” composed of 

two questions for which Scott will have two weeks to write an answer. Approved 

reimbursement of coursework taken up to 50% with submitted receipts. 

 Noted with thanks the support of Mt. Vernon congregation in providing a gift of 

$50,000 ($10,000 over 5 years) to Trinity Presbyterian to support the call of a 

future installed pastor. 

 Noted with thanks the support of PSK and PCT through the Congregational 

Resources Fund for a gift of $20,000 to the Wichita Korean Presbyterian Church 

to support the call of Rev. Sang Ouk Kang. 

 Approved Rev. John Barkett, HR to serve as COMT member-at-large to moderate 

the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Winfield, provide pulpit supply and 

assist during their transitional time while an Interim Pastor is sought. 

 Appointed Howard Means to serve as liaison to CRE in training Matt Busby, First 

Presbyterian, Freeport. 

 Met with Pastor John Chastain (HR, Assemblies of God) who has previously 

served at First Presbyterian, Cherryvale to review his understanding of 

Presbyterian theology and polity prior to approving his serving as Interim Pastor 

at First Presbyterian, Hutchinson. The motion prevailed with the following 

stipulations:  

(1) That Pastor Chastain satisfactorily complete Week One of Transitional Ministry 

Training at a PC(USA) approved site as soon as possible, at the church’s expense. 

(2) Pastor Chastain may officiate the sacraments. 

(3) Rev. Brent Johnston (First, Wichita) will moderate the Session. 

(4) Rev. Laura Frazey (Covenant, Wichita) will liaise with Pastor Chastain and others 

as necessary, during the transitional period.  

 Future meetings of COMT will be held at the Presbytery Center, Wichita, on Tuesdays, 

September 3, October 1, and November 5, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. 


